
Safety at Home 
Surveying Your Home to Improve 

Your Safety 
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Home Security Survey 

• A proven systematic method of examining 
your home to ensure that it: 

– Affords maximum witness potential to criminal 
activity 

– Is an unattractive target 

– Discourages attempts through making it a harder 
target 
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Context of CPTED in Security Surveys 
• Rational Choice 

 
 “Human beings base their behavior on rational calculations when 

making choices, their choices are aimed at optimization of their 
pleasure or profit.”  

 
 

 *Increasing the risk 
 
 *Increasing the effort 
 
 *Reducing the reward 
 
 *Removing the excuses 
   
   
 
 
 
 
  Situational Crime Prevention- Successful Case Studies 1997  
  by Ron V. Clarke  
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Strategy: Improve Observation Opportunities)  
  

• Maximize visibility through the maintenance of 
shrubbery, trees, fences and other physical features. 

  
• Create potential witnesses of those passing and 

neighbors. 
 

• Provide focal points to draw the eye naturally, 
planters, wind chimes etc. 
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Strategy: Control Movement  

 
 

• Guide people to and from safer spaces via the 
placement of entrances, exits, fencing, 
landscaping, trail surfacing, colors and 
signage. 
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Strategy: Admiration   
 

 

• Based on the Broken Windows Theory, which 
asserts that well maintained areas demonstrate 
someone cares for the space and may be 
watching, thereby discouraging illegal behaviors. 

 

• Consider those that admire the lawn, the flowers 
etc. will look each time and will share it with 
others.  
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Target Hardening- Building Portals 

• Portals are any means of access or egress from 
a building structure. 

– Door Systems 

– Windows and Window Treatments 

– Other Portals 
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Lighting for Security 

• The security purpose behind lighting is to 
provide or enhance observation of a desired 
area. 

• It can be done wrong! 
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Security Alarms 
 

• Alarms are limited in the capacity of 
preventing crime. 
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Survey Method 

• Begin on property line 
– Check visibility to property 

– Check relationship with neighbors 

– Check for curb appeal  

• Remove concealment locations near windows 
and doors 

• Ensure adequate locking devices are used on 
doors and windows and that they are functional 

• If you live alone, don’t advertise it 
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Summary- It’s Common Sense 

• Encourage observation opportunities 

• Install locks and use them 

• Light what you want  seen 

• Keep the criminal guessing 

• Make them (criminal) work for it 

• Watch and be watched 
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