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OPPORTUNITY 

CRIME 

What are the 3 elements needed to 

commit a crime? 
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Crime Prevention Through 

Environmental Design 

Preventing crime by designing a physical environment 

that positively influences human behavior. 

- National Crime Prevention Council 

Based on Four Principles: 

1. Natural Access Control 

2. Natural Surveillance 

3. Territoriality  

4. Maintenance 

www.dcp.virginia.gov 



Access Control 

• Denies or restricts access. 

• Directs people into buildings or 

sites at specific points that can 

be more easily monitored. 

• Enhances surveillance or the 

ability to see or be seen.  

• Increases risks perceived by 

offenders by controlling or 

restricting their movement 
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Natural Surveillance 

The placement of physical features, activities and 

people in a way that maximizes visibility. 

Power House Growers 
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The use of physical attributes that express ownership 

such as fences, signage, landscaping, lighting, 

pavement designs, etc.  

Territoriality 
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Physical and Order Maintenance 
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The attention to minor violations and reduction of 

opportunities for inappropriate behavior.  

 

Key strategies include posting rules and 

expectations, using graffiti- and vandalism-resistant 

materials, and imposing quick, fair, and consistent 

consequences for violations.  

Order Maintenance 

www.dcp.virginia.gov 



The repair, replacement, and general upkeep of a 

space, building, or area.  

 

Key strategies include the use of low-maintenance 

landscaping and architectural materials, trash collection 

and removal, and other programs to maintain a clean 

and orderly environment.  

Physical Maintenance 
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Activity Support 

Activity support 

promotes positive and 

appropriate events and 

behavior in an area. 

Which playground looks 

more safer? 
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Kids 

Raising  
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Crime Prevention 

Recommendations  

for Children 

Begin with the Basics: 

• Make sure children know their full name, address, 

and telephone number including area code 

• Be sure children know how to call 9-1-1 

• Teach children never to accept rides or gifts from 

someone they don’t know. 

• Teach children that no one, not even someone 

they know, has the right to touch them in a way 

that makes them feel uncomfortable. 

• Teach children to go to a store clerk, security 

guard or police officer for help if lost 
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Resources: 
 

National Crime Prevention Council 

 www.ncpc.org 

 

Greg Hopkins, C.C.P.S.  

 greg.hopkins4185@gmail.com 

 

Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 

Guidebook 

 http://www.popcenter.org/tools/cpted/PDFs/

 NCPC.pdf 
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Lieutenant John T. McKee 

804-786-2444 
jmckee@dcp.virginia.gov 

 
Sergeant Dianne M. Dowdy 

804-786-2460 
ddowdy@dcp.virginia.gov 

 
Sergeant Chanda N. Cross 

804-786-2504 
ccross@dcp.virginia.gov 

 
Karen Anderson 

804-786-2467 
kanderson@dcp.virginia.gov 

 
 

Questions & 

Comments 

Division Website 
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