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DIVISION OF CAPITOL POLICE PARTICIPATE IN TRAINING AT 
VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS 

 
 

RICHMOND, VA – On October 27th, 28th and November 17th, the Division of Capitol Police hung up 
their Stetsons and put on their berets.  They engaged in professional development training at the 
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts!  In an aesthetic environment of paintings and sculptures encased in a new 
building of modern architecture, officers engaged in creative opportunities outside of their everyday 
workplace.  Approximately 55 police officers and support staff learned to hone their observation skills 
using the museum’s collection of world renowned art.  
 
The training was coordinated by Corporal Allen Norton, Assistant Training Officer with the Division of 
Capitol Police and Della Watkins of the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts.  Watkins, the Chief Educator at 
the VMFA, leads Outside the Frame workshops to help law enforcement officers become more 
descriptive and engaged in their assessment of people, situations, and surroundings.  Officers observed 
a variety of art, including a contemporary painting by Anselm Kiefer, a colonial American portrait, a 1862 
painting by Eastman Johnson, and a Dutch work from 1633 full of symbolism. What sets artists apart 
from the rest of us may be little more than an early orientation to analytical thinking.  Taking that second 
look may help officers dismiss their preconceived notions and quick evaluations and make more 
informed judgments.  The goals are to train officers to see, scan and assess when out on the street, as a 
safety and security issue, and teach new methodology of innovative and logical thinking that will 
increase accuracy, productivity, and accountability. 
 
 



The training engaged Capitol Police staff in world art and culture as they participated in gallery activities, 
group discussions, and reflection. During the workshops officers used all their physical human senses to 
inventory situations, learn specific innovative thinking strategies that will influence and guide 
investigative thoughts, employ good listening skill to achieve results, make meaningful connections 
between what they see and what they think, and develop creative and flexible approaches and solutions 
to old problems. 
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