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	Division of Capitol Police Earn 2nd  Accreditation Award 

	The Division of Capitol Police held a formal ceremony on June 11, 2014 in the Old House Chamber of the Virginia State Capitol recognizing their second state accreditation award. This certification was based on an intensive three day review in March of the agency by Virginia Law Enforcement Professional Standards Commission (VLEPSC) assessors. The assessment and resulting unanimous approval by the Commission’s Executive Board on May 15, 2014 were the final steps in the Division's previous four year effort to maintain their accredited status. The assessment team found no standards that required minor or major remediation. The Division became the first state agency with a 100% compliance rating with all 190 professional standards set forth by the VLEPSC.

Colonel Anthony S. Pike, Chief of the Division of Capitol Police noted “The 2nd accreditation award confirms that Virginia's government officials, state employees, citizens of the Commonwealth and its visitors at the seat of government may have confidence that the Division of Capitol Police is among the finest in the Commonwealth of Virginia and the United States.” 
The VLEPSC Executive Board, which is comprised of six active Sheriffs and six active Chiefs of Police, establishes professional standards and administers the accreditation process by which Virginia law enforcement agencies can be systematically measured, evaluated, and updated in the areas of Administration, Operations, Personnel and Training.

The state accreditation program is managed by the state Department of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS). Participation in the state accreditation program is voluntary.

The Division of Capitol Police has the distinct honor and privilege of being recognized as the first organized policing agency in the nation. Their historical roots originate at the first permanent English settlement in Jamestown, Virginia. In 1618, the Guard, consisting of 10 men was formed to protect the Governor. By 1663, the force was expanded to a force of 20 men and assigned to protect the Governor, the Council, and the Colonial Assembly.

On March 11, 2010, the VLEPSC Executive Board unanimously approved the Division’s initial Accredited Status.
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